SAFETY ON FARMS

Health and safety
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children on farms
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Younger children are at greater risk, with two thirds of
child fatalities on farms being under ﬁve years of age.
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Safe Play Areas

A safe play area, such as a securely fenced house yard,
helps to prevent unsupervised access of children to
farm hazards.
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Drownings
Farm dams are the biggest single cause of child
injury/death on Australian farms, accounting for 36%
of all child farm injury deaths. 75% of the children
who drowned lived on the farm (Pollock et al, 2007).

Quad bikes, although involved in fewer injuries,
generally result in more serious injuries such as
head injuries and crushing of the trunk and chest.

Drowning in dams was ﬁve times more common than
in swimming pools on farms.
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Children under 16 years should never ride quad
bikes.
Children should only ride motorcycles that are
appropriate for their age and size ie.
Adjust the throttle of a child’s motorcycle to limit
maximum speed.
Construct controlled riding areas / tracks for
Use of a baby walker has
children to learn to ride motorcycles.
been
to delay the
Training known
and supervision
Children should never
as passengers
development
ofbeacarried
child’s
gross
on quad bikes.
motor skills.
Personal protective equipment
Children should always wear a helmet and
boots when riding a motorcycle.

Child Development
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